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Zimbabwe’s political and economic mess is man-made; it is 

incumbent on Zimbabweans, not God, to put our backs into 

it and sort it out!   

It is not for God to do for mankind what man can and should do for himself! 

 

It is the mark of a good farmer, one not afraid of hard work; to pray for good rains and will put his 

back into doing everything else to secure a good harvest. The lazy man will pray for a bumper 

harvest expecting the Lord to not just ensure there is good rains but to tender the fields for him 

too. The former will thank the Lord for the wholesome meals whilst the latter will curse God, the 

ancestors and whoever else he can for having turned their back on him as night after night he 

goes to bed on an empty and rumbling stomach. 

 

If you water you cow and ox so they do not have to track five kilometres or more one way and 

five kilometres or more back in the hot African sun just for a drink of dirty water; the cow will re-

ward you with more milk and the ox will be fit to plough your land. That is common sense! 

 

In this day and age; these is enough technical know-how out there to make the desert bloom. It is 

therefore an outrage that a country like Zimbabwe with rich soils and abandon rains should be in 

this ridiculous position where year on year the country cannot produce enough feed its own peo-

ple! 

 

Many Zimbabweans have taken great comfort in Makandiwa’s prophecy that the country’s econ-

omy will recover and they do not have to lift a finger! There is the mark of a false prophet be-

cause God does not do for man what man is perfectly capable of doing for himself!  

 

It is nonsense to pray for the Lord to end the Zanu PF tyrannical rule. What these people are tac-

itly admitting is that Mugabe and his cronies are beyond the reach of ordinary mortals and hence 

the call for Devine intervention. These people insult God! Mugabe and his cronies are mere mor-

tals, the scum of the earth at that. It is incumbent upon us to clean our own human scum and not 

to be calling on God to do our dirty work for us!   

 

“God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the 

things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference,” prayed Reinhold Niebuhr. 

 

If mankind was still in the Biblical Garden of Eden then Reinhold Niebuhr would have no need for 

such a prayer because in the Garden of Eden everything was good, just as the good Lord had 

decreed. There would be no need to change anything!  
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However Reinhold Niebuhr prayer was made for a totally different world, the one Adam and Eve 

have inherited after they were kicked out of the Garden of Eden.  

 

“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out it wast thou 

taken,” thundered the Lord to the receding figures of the fig-leaf cladded lovers!  Lord have mer-

cy; that was some price to pay for a quickie!  

 

 

Like Reinhold, Zimbabweans too should be praying for serenity, courage and wisdom. It seems 

they have been praying to be readmitted Garden of Eden instead. And worse still, encouraged by 

the politicians and the many false prophets who have profited greatly from the people’s naivety, 

they have been behaving as if they have indeed been readmitted back in the Garden of Eden.  

 

In 34 years Mugabe has turn Zimbabwe from a prosperous nation into this hell-on-earth in which 

millions now live in abject poverty with 85% plus out of work, 80% of children out of school, etc. 

because the we have become a nation of daydreamers. We have tenaciously held on to the 

dream of life of luxury and leisure back in the Garden of Eden and would not accept that we are 

mere mortals like the rest of mankind and per se must sweat to earn our bread!  

 

“Cheva chingondora chava chingombe; kutadza kutunga huremwa hwacho,” so says a Shona 

saying. (A yearling calf with sprouting horns should be able to defend itself; it is its own funeral if 

it fails!)  

 

Mugabe and his cronies are blundering morons without even the common sense to see the hell-

hole they were digging entrap the ordinary Zimbabweans would entrap them as well. When Zanu 

PF grandees like the late Nathan Shamuyarira have had to live and die in squalor that shows that 

poverty has penetrated and ravished the inner core of the ruling elite as it has ravished povo.  

 

Mugabe and his ruling elite need rescuing from the hell-hole of their own making as much as the 

rest of us do. To therefore treat Mugabe as anything other than a fallible mortal with a propensity 

to commit mistakes that defy common sense, not demigod at all; is itself foolishness beyond 

words!  

 

Conclusion 

 

There is nothing wrong with being religious but there is everything wrong with an adult behaving 

as if they are as helpless as a baby!  If God had intended mankind to be a totally helpless crea-

ture dependent on Him for everything then He would not have granted mankind a discerning 

mind to know what is right from wrong and the freedom to act as we saw fit!  

 

Zimbabwe is in a real political and economic mess; it is the responsibility of the people of Zimba-

bwe, not that of SADC, the international community or God, to sort this mess out. We must put 

our backs into it and stop making excuses for doing nothing!   

  

Signed. Wilbert Mukori 
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